
Trip Coordinators & Leaders
Dr. Hugh Smeltekop, Executive Director of CPF, 
will accompany participants on their trip to 
the College. Hugh has more than 15 years of 
experience working at the College in a variety 
of capacities. Originally serving  as a volunteer, 
then Director of Research, he served as Director 
General of the College for the 2013 academic 
year. 

Sarah Mechtenberg is a former UAC-CP volun-
teer who joined the Carmen Pampa Fund staff 
in 2008. Living and working on-site in Bolivia, 
Sarah currently offers her services to CPF for 
grant writing, volunteer management, market-
ing, and communication.

Carmen Pampa Fund 
& The College
Founded in 1999, Carmen Pampa Fund is a St. 
Paul, Minnesota-based non-profit organization 
that generates financial and human resources 
to assist with the growth and development of 
the Unidad Académica Campesina-Carmen 
Pampa (UAC-CP or the College).

The College was founded in 1993 with the 
goal of empowering young Bolivians to find 
solutions to the problems that plague impov-
erished rural areas of the country, and to bring 
prosperity and dignity to their families, com-
munities, and country.

The UAC-CP educates young men and women 
who would otherwise be unable to study at the 
college level. It empowers Bolivians through 
quality academics, practical experiences, and 
leadership formation to address and dissipate 
root causes of poverty throughout the country.

Both the College and Carmen Pampa Fund 
share a vision of resolving economic, environ-
mental, and social justice challenges for the 
people of Bolivia.

Bolivia’s geographic marvels, rich culture, 
fascinating history, diverse cuisine, and 
friendly people make this often overlooked, 
landlocked country worth a visit.  But don’t 
just take our word for it!

•	 Traveller Magazine named La Paz, Bolivia, 
one of the “Best Cities to Visit” in 2017.

•	 The New York Times listed Bolivia as #8 on 
a list of the top “52 Places to Go in 2015.”  

Travel  with  us  to  Bol iv ia
to Celebrate  the Col lege’s

25th Anniversar y

J u l y  2 9 t h  -  A u g u s t  4 t h ,  2 0 1 8
(Travel will begin in the U.S. on July 28th. 

Participants will arrive in La Paz, Bolivia, on July 29th.)



About the Trip
Participants will learn about the history, mis-
sion, and vision of the College. They will hear 
from UAC-CP faculty, staff, students, and grad-
uates about how the mission of the College is 
thriving 25 years after Sr. Damon Nolan, MFIC, 
and local community members founded the 
institution.

Visitors will learn about the College’s major ar-
eas of study in Agronomy, Nursing, Veterinary 
Science, Education, and Ecotourism. They will 
see how the academic and technical forma-
tion prepare graduates to respond to current 
needs and problems facing Bolivians. Apart 
from experiencing daily life at the College, 
participants will also immerse themselves in 
traditional Bolivian culture and customs.

Trip Program Overview
Some activities planned for the trip:

•	 Meet UAC-CP students, faculty, and staff

•	 Accompany the UAC-CP public health 
team to a local community

•	 Visit a local K-12 school to understand the 
reality of basic, public education

•	 Participate in cultural performances of 
traditional folk dancing and music

•	 Harvest and process 
coffee at the Col-
lege’s coffee plant

•	 Tour markets, muse-
ums, and churches in 
La Paz

•	 Visit with UAC-CP 
graduates about 
their current work

Application
Application materials are available for down-
load:  www.carmenpampafund.org/Bolivia 
To receive application information in the mail, 
please call our office: 651-641-1588.

We encourage early application to ensure 
space for all interested participants on the trip 
and to keep airfare costs as low as possible.

All application materials and a $200 deposit 
must be received by April 1, 2018. Full pay-
ment for the trip must be received no later 
than June 15, 2018.

Extended Travel Option
Once Carmen Pampa Fund’s program is over, 
participants have the option to extend their 
travel. Travel destinations can include: Lake 
Titicaca, the Salt Flats, or Machu Picchu (Peru).

Extended tours will be facilitated through a 
private tour operator.  If you are interested in 
learning more about this possibility, please let 
us know.

Cost: $498
The cost includes:

•	 Pre- and post-trip resource materials
•	 In-country programming, guides and 

interpreters
•	 In-country transportation
•	 Meals with the group
•	 Accommodations (Comfortable, yet sim-

ple accommodations will be provided on 
campus at the UAC-CP and two nights at a 
3-star hotel in La Paz)

The cost does not include:

•	 Round-trip airfare (approximately $1,100 
round-trip to La Paz)

•	 Tourist visa ($160 for U.S. passport holders)
•	 Pre-trip doctor visit, vaccinations, and 

international health and evacuation insur-
ance

•	 Alcoholic beverages, tips, and personal 
expenses for activities participants choose 
to do on their own

•	 Extended travel after the tour
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