
DEAR FRIENDS OF CARMEN PAMPA FUND,

UAC-CP founder Sister Damon Nolan, MFIC, believed that education is the great liberator. “Poverty,” she said, “is 
defined by the number of options you have. Education is what gives people choices and options.”

We’ve reflected a lot on Sr. Damon’s legacy since she passed away on June 5th of this year. We’ve been inspired—yet 
again—by her vision to build a college for marginalized youth on the side of a mountain in rural Bolivia.

The dream of building the College wasn’t without its “struggles”—as Damon called them. There was the challenge of 
convincing the Catholic University of Bolivia to provide academic accreditation. There were the challenges of getting 
professors to travel from La Paz via the World’s Most Dangerous Road to teach in Carmen Pampa, and encouraging 
young indigenous women that higher education was a viable option. Of course there were the logistical challenges of 
literally building the College brick by brick and operating without the internet, a telephone, or even reliable electricity. 
Not to mention the challenge of funding it—finding people to generously invest in something that was merely an idea. 

Fast forward more than three decades and those initial struggles are a thing of the past. The College now provides 
Bolivians with a wide array of opportunities and choices. It offers five fully accredited undergraduate fields of study, 
two technical degrees, two master’s degrees, and a handful of advanced certificate programs. Additional initiatives 
such as the Research Institute and Business Institute have bolstered the ability of graduates to become leaders, en-
trepreneurs, and change makers. Like the College, UAC-CP graduates and students have been recognized on national 
and international levels for their work, research, and advanced degrees.

That’s not to say the College and CPF no longer navigate complicated situations. Far from it. Most recently it’s been  
the global pandemic which hit the College especially hard. Before returning to campus in a limited capacity this se-
mester, students and faculty had to adapt to online learning and a temporary hold on the unique service learning com-
ponent of the UAC-CP’s curriculum. Most tragically, the UAC-CP lost several beloved faculty and staff to COVID-19. 

But we continue to overcome those struggles together through creative problem solving, motivated students, faculty, 
and staff at the College, a dedicated team of staff and board members at CPF, and the steadfast generosity of friends 
and donors. That is a large part of the legacy that Sr. Damon leaves behind—the ability to accept seemingly impos-
sible situations, recognize the options we have available, and work to overcome them.

Whether you’ve been a donor since the very beginning or you recently made your first donation, please know that 
you’re a critical part of our work to offer Bolivians quality education and professional formation. Your support is not 
only the best way to honor Sr. Damon’s legacy, but to leave one of your own.

Throughout the difficult times and the celebratory moments, we are grateful for your support of our work. We ask 
that you please remember the College in your end of the year giving. 

Sincerely,

Mark Leahy    Tara L. Nolan
CPF Board Chair  CPF Interim Executive Director
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Transforming the lives of Bolivians  
through education.



Emilio Mamani Villca wasn’t sure what the future held when he first en-
tered the UAC-CP’s Agronomy Department in the late 1990s. But after 
completing his coursework and conducting research on coffee produc-
tion for his thesis, the 2008 UAC-CP graduate considered ways he could 
apply his knowledge and skills to contribute to agricultural production.

Inspired by his experience in social extension projects, Emilio and two of 
his fellow UAC-CP alumni obtained legal status for a consulting business. 
They obtained startup funds from Oikocredit, a worldwide cooperative 
that promotes sustainable development through the provision of loans, 
investments, and capacity building in agriculture and renewable energy. 
With that financial support, Emilio and his colleagues worked to improve 
coffee production methods for ASOCAFE, a 300 member cooperative of 
organic coffee growers that export coffee beans to other countries.

Throughout the past 13 years, Emilio has successfully worked with re-
spected coffee processors and exporters and managed coffee growers’ 
cooperatives. He even volunteered to help the UAC-CP export their cof-
fee to U.S. buyers. In addition to his work with cooperatives, he’s cur-
rently working on a research project with Bolivia’s National Institute for 
Innovation in Lifestock and Forestry.

“With the help of the UAC-CP, I learned responsibility, honesty, and loyal-
ty, which allowed me to achieve my professional goals of helping farmers 
improve the quality of their products.”

EMILIO MAMANI VILLCA | Coffee Consultant
UAC-CP Agronomy Graduate

Scan the QR code 
with your phone’s 
camera to watch a 
short video featuring 
Emilio.

“Sr. Damon’s legacy is infinite; it will last forever in 
our hearts—in every success, achievement, and act 
of service each one of us experiences. 

She formed us with the values of integrity, respect 
and love for everything that surrounds us. She 
inspired all of us to be better people.”
 
-Dr. Angel Rolando Endara, PhD, 2001 UAC-CP Agron-
omy Graduate, as part of a letter he sent to Carmen 
Pampa Fund June 14, 2021, on behalf of a group of 
UAC-CP graduates.

ENROLLMENT & GRADUATION DATA | July 2020 - June 2021

82 students graduated from 
the UAC-CP during CPF’s 
2021 fiscal year.  

In order to graduate, all students must defend a thesis, 
write a business plan, or complete a one-year internship 
in their field of study.

53% of the College’s  
graduates are women.

816 students enrolled in classes for the first 
semester of the 2021 academic year.  

 66% women

    

     34% men

The College offers six areas of study. The pie chart indi-
cates the number of students enrolled in each of the 
academic areas, as well as the Pre-University Program 
during the first semester of 2021 (January - June).

210 Agronomy

99 Education

22 Pre-University

274 Nursing 

100 Veterinary Science

33 Ecotourism

78 Accounting



SHILA FORONDO | Veterinary Clinic Owner
UAC-CP Veterinary Science Graduate

Shila Forondo knew from a very early age that she wanted to be a veteri-
narian. But as the daughter of a single mother, Shila’s options for realizing 
that dream were limited by financial constraints. 

It was only after she happened to hear about the UAC-CP’s affordable 
tuition, on-campus housing, and practical, hands-on curriculum that she 
visited Carmen Pampa for the first time. Shila fell in love with the campus 
and the location, and a few weeks later she was enrolled in classes.

After graduating in 2016, Shila started working at a veterinary clinic. 
During that time she started saving money to realize her ultimate career 
goal: to open her own clinic. 

At the beginning of 2020, Shila achieved her goal when she opened her 
very own veterinary clinic—Clinica Veterinaria Anivets in La Paz. While 
the pandemic posed a serious threat to the business in the beginning, 
Shila kept her doors open. Strictly adhering to COVID-19 protocols to 
ensure the safety of all her clients—both human and furry—Shila not only 
weathered the pandemic, she grew her business.

As an entrepreneur, Shila is proud to serve as both a mentor and an 
employer of UAC-CP students and graduates. Familiar with the values 
instilled by the College and the skills learned through experience, Shila 
says she’s confident in the abilities of the UAC-CP alumni with whom she 
works.

EDY LEONET CHAVE | Tourism Operator 
UAC-CP Ecotourism Graduate, Agronomy Thesis Student

Scan the QR code with your 
phone’s camera to watch a short 
video featuring Edy.

For as long as he can remember Edy Leonet Chave has wanted two things: 
to study Ecotourism in Carmen Pampa and to own a tourism business in 
his community of Taipiplaya, located in the lowlands of the Yungas region.

Fascinated with travel, culture, and languages, the UAC-CP’s Ecotour-
ism Department was especially attractive to Edy. The variety of classes 
provided him with a holistic understanding of what it takes to own and 
manage a tourism business.

After finishing the Ecotourism program (which was a technical degree at 
the time), Edy decided to enroll in the College’s Agronomy Department. 
A degree in Agronomy, he believed, would compliment his work in tour-
ism and allow him to support his parents’ avocado and citrus production.

Now, as Edy finishes up his thesis project to graduate from the College, 
he’s also working on building his own tourism business in Taipiplaya. 
With the help of his parents, siblings, and a loan from the bank, Edy 
opened El Rincón del Tigre in 2018—a full service camping area that of-
fers a swimming pool, guided hikes, extreme sports, and typical Bolivian 
cuisine. Although Edy says he’s only completed 50% of his business plan 
thus far, he considers El Rincón del Tigre a success.

“I’m happy with this outcome, but I’ll be happier once I finish all of what 
I set out to do. I’m on the road to realizing my entire dream; I know I’m 
almost there.”



 

LEADERSHIP | CPF & UAC-CP
Carmen Pampa Fund Board Members
Mark Leahy, Board Chair
Hugh Smeltekop, Vice Chair
Lonny Wittnebel, Treasurer
Amparo Ballivian
Claudia Cerruto (Term started 9/1/2021)
Pablo Eduardo
Ann Leahy 
Mary Pat Lee
Becky Monnens (Term ended 7/1/2021)
Tara L. Nolan

Carmen Pampa Fund Leadership
Tara Nolan 
Nadine Leahy
Sarah Mechtenberg 
Maya Weinberg

UAC-CP Leadership
José Luis Beltran, Director General
José Luis Mamani, Vice Director 
Bishop Juan Vargas, Diócesis of Coroico, La Paz, Bolivia

Emeritus Board Members
Sister Mary Damon Nolan †, MFIC, Founder, UAC-CP
Edward Flahavan, Founder
Richard C. Leahy †, Founder

Founded in 1999, Carmen Pampa Fund (CPF) is a Minnesota-based 501(c)3 
non-profit organization that generates resources to assist with the growth and de-
velopment of the Unidad Académica Campesina-Carmen Pampa (UAC- CP). The 
UAC-CP is a college located in rural Bolivia that serves poor families through edu-
cation, research, production, community service, and leadership formation projects.
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